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DRAFT 
February 24, 2015

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA CONDUCTS STORYCORPS INTERVIEW 
OF WHITE HOUSE MENTEE NOAH MCQUEEN 
ON ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE MY BROTHER’S KEEPER INITIATIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In Interview for Groundbreaking Oral History Project, 18 Year-Old McQueen Discusses His Turnaround

Excerpt to Air on NPR’s “Morning Edition” Friday, February 27

StoryCorps, the oral history project that provides people of all backgrounds and beliefs with the opportunity to record, share and preserve their stories, will release an historic interview conducted at the White House last week. President Barack Obama speaks with Noah McQueen, a mentee in the inaugural class of the President’s My Brother’s Keeper initiative, which enables young men of color to succeed through hard work and increased access to opportunity. In conversation with the President, the 18 year-old McQueen speaks openly about the turnaround he has accomplished, from a life of crime and juvenile detention to one defined by academic, artistic and athletic excellence and a commitment to mentoring fellow at-risk youth in his community.

StoryCorps recorded President Obama’s interview of McQueen in the Roosevelt Room on Friday, February 20, and will release the audio on Friday, February 27, the one-year anniversary of My Brother’s Keeper. An edited version will be available at [insert time] at www.storycorps.org and will air in this Friday’s broadcast of NPR’s “Morning Edition.” 

Noah McQueen is a senior at Dr. Henry A. Wise, Jr. High School in Prince George’s County, Maryland. There he is involved in many extra-curricular activities, serving as student ambassador, editor of the newspaper, anchor/producer of the school's news broadcast, member of the improvisational acting team, and an all-county football player. He is the recipient of the school's Freedom Award, presented for overall outstanding achievement and academic turnaround, and is president of AMATE (African American Males Aspiring to Excel). He inspires youth ages 7-17 through mentorship and speaks to at-risk youth at neighboring schools. McQueen recently started a mentoring program at Barack Obama Elementary School, in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. After graduating from high school later this year he hopes to attend Morehouse College, in Atlanta, Georgia, to study mass communication and education. 

In the interview, President Barack Obama said to McQueen, “[quote from interview audio].”

Broderick Johnson, Assistant to the President and White House Cabinet Secretary, and the Chair of the My Brother’s Keeper Task Force, said, “[insert quote].”

It is becoming something of a tradition for sitting Presidents to participate in StoryCorps. Previously, President George W. Bush recorded an interview with his sister Dora and First Lady Barbara Bush at the White House in November 2008.

Dave Isay, Founder and President of StoryCorps, said, “[insert].”

About My Brother’s Keeper

President Obama launched the My Brother’s Keeper initiative to address persistent opportunity gaps faced by boys and young men of color and ensure that all young people can reach their full potential.

Through this initiative, the Administration is joining with cities and towns, businesses, and foundations who are taking important steps to connect young people to mentoring, support networks, and the skills they need to find a good job or go to college and work their way into the middle class.

About StoryCorps

Founded in 2003 by MacArthur Fellow Dave Isay, the nonprofit organization StoryCorps has given 100,000 Americans the chance to record interviews about their lives, pass wisdom from one generation to the next, and leave a legacy for the future. It is the largest single collection of human voices ever gathered. Participating in StoryCorps couldn’t be easier: You invite a loved one, or anyone else you chose, to one of the StoryCorps recording sites. There you’re met by a trained facilitator, who greets you and explains the interview process. You’re then brought into a quiet recording room and seated across from your interview partner, each of you in front of a microphone. The facilitator hits "record," and you share a forty-minute conversation. At the end of the session, you walk away with a CD, and a digital file goes to the Library of Congress, where it will be preserved for generations to come. Someday your great-great-great-grandchildren will be able to meet your grandfather, your mother, your best friend, or whomever it is you chose to honor with a StoryCorps interview. 

StoryCorps shares edited excerpts of these stories with the world through popular weekly NPR broadcasts, animated shorts, digital platforms, and best-selling books. These powerful stories illustrate our shared humanity and show how much more we share in common than divides us. 
 
Over the past eleven years, StoryCorps has also launched a series of successful national initiatives including:

· The September 11th Initiative, helping families memorialize the stories of lives lost on September 11, 2001, in partnership with the National September 11 Memorial & Museum at the World Trade Center;

· The Griot Initiative, now the largest collection of African American voices ever gathered, in collaboration with the future Smithsonian National Museum of African-American History and Culture;

· The Historias Initiative, the largest collection of Latino stories ever gathered; and

· The Military Voices Initiative, honoring the stories of post-9/11 service members, veterans and their families.

Additionally, the organization recently launched StoryCorpsU (SCU), an interactive, standards-based college-readiness curriculum for high-needs schools that uses StoryCorps content and interviewing techniques to engage the hearts and minds of young people and promote positive student outcomes.
 
StoryCorps is working to grow into an enduring national institution that celebrates the dignity, power, and grace that can be heard in the stories we find all around us, and helps us recognize that every life and every story matter equally. In the coming years StoryCorps hopes to touch the lives of every American family.
For more information, or to listen to stories online, visit www.storycorps.org. Find StoryCorps on Facebook at www.facebook.com/storycorps, and on Twitter at @storycorps.

Press contact: Blake Zidell at Blake Zidell & Associates:
718.643.9052 or blake@blakezidell.com. 
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