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Video Part 1 

Derek:  Hey, you here for the Common App thing too? 

Sam: Yeah, I guess so. When I got to school today my teacher 
had the slip for me. 

Derek:  Yeah, same. 

Mrs. Washington:  Looks like we have a packed house today. Derek I think 
you're up first, I'll be with the rest of you shortly. The reason I 
wanted to meet with you today is to talk about the common 
application for undergraduate college admissions, also 
known as the Common Application for Undergraduate 
Admission. By completing this standardized college 
application just once online you'll be able to use it when 
applying to multiple colleges. I'll walk you through the main 
part so you know what to expect. Let's take a look.  
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Profile 

There are the six main sections that you will have to complete online.  The first 
and second section is your profile and family information. Make sure that this 
information is current and correct and that your email address is something that 
you want colleges to see.  For example, if your email address is 
toughguy98@mail.com, this might not be a good choice.  
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Test 

The education and test sections are pretty straightforward.  You will need to 
provide information about your current school and any other schools that you’ve 
attended, your GPA, class rank, honors or awards, and your current classes.  

The testing section allows you to list your scores on standardized tests like the 
ACT

®
 or SAT

®
.  As you may know, the ACT

®
 and SAT

®
 are separate exams that 

students from all over the world take to get into college. These exams are one 
way to assess your readiness for college.  
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Activity 

This activity section gives you a place to list and describe your participation in 
groups, organizations, churches, clubs, or employment.  Think about your 
extracurricular activities - you know, things like sports, drama, clubs, student 
council, music, yearbook committee, interests, and hobbies beyond the regular 
curriculum or program of courses.  This is a great place to show other strengths. 
If you work or volunteer somewhere, make sure you include it here.  Don’t be 
afraid to brag on yourself.  
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Essay 

This last main section is my favorite.  Here you have the opportunity to pick one 
of five essay prompts and write about yourself or different parts of your life.  The 
StoryCorpsU lessons that you will go through this year will prepare you for this 
essay section by helping you think about the value of your own personal story.  
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Video Part 2 

Mrs. Washington: I know this seems like a lot of information at one time. 
Do you have any questions about the Common App 
so far? 

Derek:  I got a bad grade in Math. 

Sam: I really hate admitting this but last semester I got a C 
in history. 

Brianna: I really blew it in PE. 

Derek:  What- 

Sam: can- 

Brianna: I do about that? 

Mrs. Washington: I would suggest that you work as hard as you can in 
your classes to get the best grades possible. If you 
start getting better grades right now, colleges will 
recognize and value your improvement. Grades aren't 
the only thing colleges consider when reviewing your 
college application. An important thing to remember is 
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that colleges are also interested in how you spend 
your time outside of school. 

Derek:  That's good to know. I tutor young kids at my church. 

Sam: I volunteered in animal shelter. 

Brianna: I read at the community center a couple of times each 
month to senior citizens. 

Mrs. Washington: That's great. Colleges like to see that you're involved 
in extracurricular activities. They say that it's better to 
spend a lot of time on a few activities rather than a 
little bit of time on a bunch of different activities. They 
want a picture of your whole life. In order for you to 
show this on the Common App, you'll need to reflect 
on your course performance, extracurricular activities 
and inventory where you're good at so you can best 
represent yourself. Identifying your strengths is 
something you will use and build upon throughout 
your entire life.  

Derek: That makes me feel better. The last thing I'm not so 
sure about is the essay section. 

Sam: I don't have much to say and I'm better writing gaming 
code than writing essays.  

Brianna: I saw that I can write up to 650 words. That sounds 
like a lot.  

Mrs. Washington: You do have a lot to say. Everyone has a story to tell 
and that story is a crucial part of you getting into 
college. Don't forget, the stories that you'll share in 
the StoryCorpsU lessons, they'll help you out with that 
part of the Common App. 

A response essay of 200 to 650 words it really isn't 
that much. Your StoryCorpsU personal stories, they'll 
be longer than this. Let's take a closer look at the 
essay questions. 
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Essay Questions 

Here are some of the essay questions on the Common App.  Just like these 
students, you should take a look at them and select the essay question that you 
would most want to answer.  Then click SUBMIT. 

Choice 

Some students have a background, identity, interest or talent that is so 
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this 
sounds like you, then please share your story. 

The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later successes. 
Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, 
and what did you learn from the experience? 

Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to 
act? Would you make the same decision again? 

Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of 
personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and 
what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.  
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Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your 
transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 

Your Story 

Now you see your top two essay questions with a field beneath each.  Take a 
moment to write a two-sentence summary of the supporting story or stories that 
you might use to answer this essay question.  Then click SUBMIT. 
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Screenshot 

You might want to take a screenshot, print, or email your story 




